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Last week, with its many clear nights, those of us who were up early could
experience an amazingly seamless transition: the light of the moon, which day by
day became smaller and smaller, fading away in the growing light of the sun.

In this way, just before the beginning of Passiontide, four weeks before
Easter, we were reminded of the cosmic Easter drama: how, after the equinox,
once the sun has become stronger, the light of the waning moon will be
transcended by the glory of Easter Sun-Day.

But what there happened, those early mornings, actually spells out for us
that the drama of Passiontide has yet to begin — a struggle, which doesn’t play
out in such a flamboyant way as the transition from Carnival, from Mardi Gras to
Ash Wednesday, with which the old church shocked its people into their Easter
preparations of fasting and penitence.

What we face, from the beginning of Passiontide onwards, is dramatic
none-the-less, in a rather personal way; and it's a struggle, too.

O Man, speak the Passiontide prayers, as well as those of Holy Week —

O, you Human Being here on earth: Come to terms with your own
situation, your inner situation, your tragic loss of spirit — as well as with your
situation here on earth, with the grave waiting at the end of your life.

Come to terms with all that, and (we have to add) come to terms with the
spirits of deceiving false light, of sensual unworthy craving — with their impact on
yourself and your earthly situation.

Learn to turn to the Spirit, which in this your life on earth, unites you with
the encompassing cosmic realities. Then you will know the real drama of
Passiontide, will inwardly experience what needs to be done — before the Sun of
Easter can rise, for you as well.



